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Casey Holds Some High Cards, but He Also
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i WASH]‘NGTDN Acoording to the current in

*cumbent, William J. Casey, to be successful the '

Dn'ector of Central Intelligence must maintain

: good relations-with four groups:-his own staff,
- "Congressional oversight committees, senior gov-

‘ernment officials who receive intelligence data
and triendly foreign intelligence services. By that

measure, Mr. Casey said recently, his own per- ;

formance should be considered good.

+ His assessment will probably soon be put to the
"test in the wake of last weeX’s surprise announce-
.inent by the White House that Adm. Bobby R.
;Inman, the Deputy Director of Central Intelli-

,Bence, plans to quit later this year to go into pri-|.

' vate business. A number of senior government of-
ficials believe that. Admiral Inman’s expertise
and eloquence have diverted attention from trou-
ble in the agency and kept his boss from looking
bad. “I'll tell you one thing,” said Senator Joseph

R. Biden Jr., Defnocrat of Delaware and a mem- |j -~ =~ -
ber of the Senate Intelligence Commnttee, “The d -

wrong guy isleaving.”? :, . ... izl
. Associates of Admirdl Inman, challengmg the
o’ﬁcial exp!amtxon, said the resignation was

prompted by a series of clashes with the White \Lye 3tefligence committees demanded informa-{

House and mounting frustrationover the dxrecnon
-of the Administration’s policies. .- '~
There is a general consensus in the intelhgence

4

‘community that Admiral Inman, who watched

over electtonic intelligence collection, has played:
a crucial role in the day-to-day management of
the agenCy and in dealings with the cutside world.
Mr. Casey, who received his intelligence baptism
running American agents behind German lines in
"World ‘War 11, concentrated on rebuilding the
agency’s’ ~clandestine- operations division -and.
oversaw the preparatmn of natmnai intellxgence
estimata. RN ,,m.J{ *) N

;-, In severalmajor intelhgence pohcy debatw m-

r cluding the drafting of an executive order govern-

- iing the actiyities- of m&elligence agencies, Mr.
*Inman gdvocated positions 'that were -often

‘sharply.at variance with the views of Mr. Casey
‘apd other semior national security officials. He

. ffaxglxt. for example, to maintain the controls on

x‘;hmwtxc intelligence gathering that had been im-
: by Presidents Ford and Carter. . -~ /»
t. Despite his reputation as a comparative dove, |
Admiralmwas called upon by the White]

' - ‘g__‘_ v—- .‘1_,.._‘.\ S
Hmse Jast momn 1o present. the Admmxstraﬁon s '
caSe to the public about Soviet and Cuban interfer:
mce in Central America. When the House or Sen-

tion, it Was usually Admiral Inman who briefed | :
"I the members in a precise, satistying style. Mr.:
[Casey, by contrast, infuriated the Congressmen|
:with answers they comudered imprecise > and eva-i
sive. In a press conference Friday, Senator Rich-}
ard G. Lugar, Republican of Indiana‘and a roem-|
ber of the intelligence panel, complamed that
Casey still doesn’t ‘know the ins and out of
agency’s operations, maintaining that “there are
complexities that would take moreyears to under-}
stand than Casey will be alive,” : ... . 7{

- Mr. Casey's relations with the comxmttee were
further:poisoned by its investigation last year into
his personal financial dealings and the demand of
‘several. senators, including “chairman Barry N.jf -
Goldwater, Republican of Arizoha, that he resign.
The committee eventually concluded that Mr.
Casey was “not unfit” toserve as the agency’s d1~
rector. NECNNITPREURS

Fears of Po!;t!cszahon g

# Mr! Inman's departure will hkely magnify
some of Mr. Casey’s problems. For one thing, Mr.
Casey cannot shake his image as something of a
‘wheeler-dealer, and critics such as Senator Biden
fear that he.will plunge the: agency -Into swash-
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